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MARY & Friends is an ear-training game. Each group has 

to use their instrument, chimes, bells, recorders, 

boomwhackers or any combination of instruments to 

figure out how to play and then NOTATE a familiar tune 

correctly. Almost all can figure out how to play the tune, 

but few can actually notate it correctly! Below is a 

sample worksheet for Mary Had A Little Lamb. However, 

this game can be easily modified for any simple familiar 

tune – Mary’s Friends – like The Itsy Bitsy Spider, the 

Three Blind Mice or even Frere Jacques. 

Notation Guides, though not necessary for this 

assignment, are available at many handbell supply 

companies and publishers. The Handbell Industry 

Council (HIC) is made up of the business members of 

AGEHR who are eager to service the needs of the 

handbell community. An HIC Buyer’s Guide is available 

on-line and provides the information you need to get in 

touch with the providers of the goods and services you 

require. Please visit the AGEHR web site which is 

www.AGEHR.org to browse the Handbell Industry 

Council’s Buyer’s Guide.       

 

 

 

 

Please Note:  As of 10/1/2011 The American Guild of English Handbell 

Ringers will officially begin Doing Business As:  The Handbell Musicians of 

America OR The Guild for short.  For more information please follow our 

blog at www.HandbellMusicians.org.    

 

http://www.agehr.org/
http://www.agehr.org/handbellNetwork/Buyersguide.asp
http://www.handbellmusicians.org/


  

 

  Benefits of Membership 

 

 
 

Local, Area and National opportunities rolled-up into 1 AGEHR Membership 

                            
  

                                                                                                                          
 

 

Overtones, the Handbell Notation Guide and local, Area and National events are often listed as the Membership 

benefits that our members can’t live without. But did you know that your AGEHR Membership also includes: 
 

 
Event Insurance  Awards and Recognition  Print and E-Newsletters  

Lending Libraries  Mentors Outreach Programs  Professional Networking  

Industry Alliances  Member-Only Web Resources  Professional Development  

Educational Development AGEHR Membership Discounts  Certification Development 

Classifieds / Job Announcements  Expert Monitored Web Forums Instrument Loan Programs  

Target Marketing Opportunities 

 for your choir’s handbell events  

Local, Area and National Grants  

and Event Scholarship Programs 

Finale & Sibelius Discounts 

 (music notation software) 

 

… as well as the opportunity to “pay-it-forward” to ensure that handbells and handchimes continue to develop within a 

vibrant, active and strong community that ensures the future of the art form that we love! 
 

 

 

 

 “AGHER is a great organization and provides us with LOTS of 
continuing information. The handbell world is changing and we 
need to know what is new out there. It is always fun to be the first in 
the area to do something new....like singing bells.”  

AGEHR Member: Deedee Odell 
 

 

 
“The opportunity to learn from excellent leaders, meeting 
the composers & leaders in AGEHR, as well as other 
[handbell and handchime ringers and directors] from our 
own area” are my favorite parts of events.  

AGEHR MEMBER: Ann Flisrand 
 

 

  



Your name __________________________________  Your team   ________________________________ 

 

  ________________________________ 

 

1. Begin on B with a quarter note. 

 

2. Figure out how to play the tune by ear.  

 

3. Notate the song on your paper. Each team member has to write the song correctly and 

legibly, so the teacher can read every note.  

 

4. At the end of the class period, put all your team’s papers together and turn them in.  

 

 



 

Bold New Initiatives to Move the Guild into the Future 

AGEHR president, John Pfeiffer’s keynote address at National Seminar 2009 indicated the need for AGEHR to move in a bold, new 

direction. During the next year, our National Board utilizing input and ideas gathered from all levels of AGEHR membership focused 

on creating a plan to achieve that move. Then the following year at Pinnacle 2010 the Board announced major changes which will 

serve to transform the face of AGEHR and become the catalyst for handbell musicians to build “a lifetime of ringing.” As a result, 

AGEHR will invest in the future of our organization by concentrating on three areas. 

 

First will be a  CCOOMMPPLLEETTEE  OOVVEERRHHAAUULL  OOFF  TTEECCHHNNOOLLOOGGYY, which will bring our handbell community together in 

exciting new ways.  A software solution has already been identified and is undergoing customization to serve the unique needs of 

our membership.  Completion of this phase of the plan is scheduled for June 2011.    
 

Second is a MMAAJJOORR  RREEBBRRAANNDDIINNGG effort. This rebranding has been designed to guide us towards our 

goal of claiming our rightful place in the music world.  A big part of new initiatives being undertaken by AGEHR 

is to recognize ourselves as musicians and to be taken seriously by the music world. And the name of the 

organization will reflect that attitude.  As of October 1, 2011, we will be known as the...  

HHAANNDDBBEELLLL  MMUUSSIICCIIAANNSS  OOFF  AAMMEERRIICCAA  

(for short: TTHHEE  GGUUIILLDD). 

Third will be a NNEEWW  MMEEMMBBEERRSSHHIIPP  FFEEAATTUURREESS  which includes the introduction of faith-based, educational and 

community emphases from which members can choose to get expanded content specific to their needs.  The basic membership 

benefits that all members currently receive will remain the same.  However, these new features will expand our benefits to include 

optional access to robust and interest-based resources.   The target date for the introduction of this phase is October 1, 2012.    
 

 

For these changes to be successful, we need YYOOUU to be part of the process.   
You can become involved in several ways: 

 Follow our progress as we implement each phase at www.handbellmusicians.org. 
 

 While visiting handbellmusicians.org, download the “I’m On Board” form and tell us how you want to be involved. 
 

 Give us your feedback.  Tell us what resources and tools we can provide that will add value to your membership. 
 

 By making a contribution to the New Initiatives Campaign, invest in our future.   
 

 

More details available www.handbellmusicians.org 

http://www.handbellmusicians.org/
http://www.handbellmusicians.org/
http://www.handbellmusicians.org/


Your Membership in AGEHR...

...is an investment in Education, Community & Communication

You may join or renew right now at www.AGEHR.org

There are many opportunities to attend •	
educational Festivals and Seminars at 
the local, area, and national levels, featuring 
top clinicians, massed ringing, and concerts 
by the best ensembles in the country.

AGEHR publishes a variety of materials •	

including everything from Resource 
Books to our members-only Priority 
Music Club.

The •	 Members Only section of our 
Website features ringer and director resource 
articles, electronic versions of Overtones with 
Tips & Tools and more.

Be among the first to see and hear AGEHR •	
Publishing’s new music in our New 
Releases mailing, which includes sample 
scores and a complimentary Enhanced 
CD, which includes recorded performances 
and PDF files of score excerpts.

Receive substantial discounts on many •	
AGEHR Resource materials and state of the 
art Finale® and Sibelius® music notation 
software.

There is something for everyone in •	
Overtones, our bimonthly journal, which 
includes educational articles, news, and 
feature stories from the handbell world as 

well as free music and how-to articles in our 
exclusive Tips & Tools publication.

Our •	 E-Notes electronic newsletter keeps 
you quickly and easily connected with 
important news and announcements.

Area Newsletters•	  and Websites keep 
you informed about the people and events 
near you.

Mentors•	  are available in many areas to 
work with directors and ringers at all levels.

Area •	 Chime Loan Programs provide 
equipment to help launch handchime 
programs in schools and churches.

Member/Contact Name
o Organization Membership      o Individual Membership

Email Address

Organization/Business Phone                          Home Phone

Member Number (if renewing)

Home Address

Home City/State/Zip

Organization Name (Business, School, or Church)

Organization Address

Organization City/State/Zip

Organization Information:  

Type: o Church o Community  o School  o Professional Special Needs Group? o Y  o N

___ No. of Choirs You Direct    ___ No. of Ringers You Direct ___ Oct. of Bells    ___ Oct. of Handchimes  

Please send correspondence to my   o Home    o Organization

Total Due $ __________ (U.S. Funds Only)     o Check  o Visa   o Mastercard

Card Number

Expiration Date                                                3-Digit Sec. Code on Back of Card

Signature
Credit Card billing address same as  o Home   o Organization

Mail completed form to: 
AGEHR, Inc. • 1055 E. Centerville Station Rd. • Dayton, OH 45459 
or fax to 937-438-0434 • To renew or join online, visit www.agehr.org

o Regular Membership .............................................................$65
Our most popular membership level for individuals and groups. Director and choir members share 
all benefits. Includes voting privilege.

o Ringer Membership ...............................................................$30
Must be affiliated with a Regular Member Choir. This is a personal, not group, membership. Ringer 
members are not eligible to vote.  
Affiliated Membership number: ______________________________

o Senior Citizen Membership (65+) ........................................$40
This is a personal, not group, membership. May not represent an organization or bring a choir to 
events but may attend as an individual. Includes voting privilege.

o Full-time Student Membership ............................................$30
Send a copy of current student ID when applying/renewing. This is a personal, not group, 
membership. May not represent an organization or bring a choir to events but may attend as an 
individual. Student members are not eligible to vote.

o Business Membership .........................................................$130
Includes privileges to AGEHR and The Handbell Industry Council (HIC).

o Platinum Membership* ....................................................$1,000
Regular membership benefits, a tax-deductible donation of $870 to the AGEHR fund of your choice, 
year-long recognition at selected events and in print, a complimentary one-year gift Regular 
Membership, free shipping on all AGEHR Guild Store purchases.

o Gold Membership* ..............................................................$500
Regular membership benefits, a tax-deductible donation of $370 to the AGEHR fund of your choice, 
year-long recognition at selected events and in print, and a complimentary one-year gift Regular 
Membership.

o Bronze Membership ............................................................$175
Regular membership benefits plus a tax-deductible donation of $110 to the AGEHR fund of your 
choice.

o Sterling Membership ...........................................................$130
Regular membership benefits plus a tax deductible donation of $65 to the AGEHR fund of your choice.

* Platinum and Gold members, please include name, address, email, 
and phone information for the organization or individual to whom you 
are gifting a membership.

Canadian membership please add $15 to all memberships for First Class postage. Note: All dues 
payable in U.S. dollars. All returned checks incur a $25 processing fee.
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