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I heard the bells on Christmas Day,  

And over and over they seemed to say, 

“Why did you goof on “Crusaders Hymn?” 

“Why did you stop and start over again?” 

“Why, what do you mean that something went wrong?” 

“Nothing unusual was wrong with that song.” 

I thought of what the trouble could be 

And other than these, it went perfectly. 

I lifted my bell and counted to three, 

Then nothing came out. “Oh, woe is me!” 

I need to sneeze and scratch my nose,  

But both hands were busy, and so were my toes,  

 

The dust on my glasses forbade me to see, 

And I picked up the B flat, instead of the C. 

And that wasn’t all of my problems for that day. 

I worked up a sweat and my Ban gave way, 

My garter unfastened and fell to the floor. 

The man in the front row began to snore. 

“Begin the fifth line, and remember dynamics.” 

I gave it my all, but I played line six, 

The very last straw came at the end. 

When I knew I must smile, but my mouth wouldn’t bend. 

But I won’t give up, because at the next show, 

A new set of problems will develop, I know. . . 

    A new set of problems will develop, I know.  

 

   



NOV/DEC 2011 5
O V E R T O N E S

Your Membership in the Guild...

...is an investment in Education, Community & Communication

You may join or renew right now at www.HandbellMusicians.org

• There are many opportunities to attend 
educational Festivals and Seminars at 
the local, area, and national levels, featuring 
top clinicians, massed ringing, and concerts 
by the best ensembles in the country. 
Scholarships available for many of these.

• AGEHR publishes a variety of materials 

including everything from Resource 
Books to our members-only Priority 
Music Club.

• The Members Only section of our website 
features ringer and director resource articles, 
electronic versions of Overtones with Tips & 
Tools and more.

• Be among the first to see and hear AGEHR 
Publishing’s new music in our New 
Releases mailing, which includes sample 
scores and a complimentary Enhanced CD, 
which includes recorded performances and 
PDF files of score excerpts.

• Discounts on many AGEHR Resource 
materials and state of the art Finale® and 
Sibelius® music notation software.

• There is something for everyone in 
Overtones, which includes educational 
articles, news, and features as well as free 
music and how-to articles in our exclusive 
Tips & Tools publication.

• Our E-Notes electronic newsletter keeps 
you quickly and easily connected with 
important news and announcements.

•	Area Newsletters and Websites keep 
you informed about the people and events 
near you.

•	Mentors are available in many areas to work 
with directors and ringers at all levels.

• Area Chime Loan Programs provide 
equipment to help launch handchime 
programs in schools and churches.

Member/Contact Name
o Organization Membership o Individual Membership

Email Address

Organization/Business Phone Home Phone

Member Number (if renewing)

Home Address

Home City/State/Zip

Organization Name (Business, School, or Church)

Organization Address

Organization City/State/Zip

Organization Information: 

Type: o Church o Community o School o Professional Special Needs Group? o Y o N

___ No. of Choirs You Direct ___ No. of Ringers You Direct ___ Oct. of Bells ___ Oct. of Handchimes 

Please send correspondence to my o Home o Organization

Total Due $ __________ (U.S. Funds Only) o Check o Visa o Mastercard

Card Number

Expiration Date 3-Digit Sec. Code on Back of Card

Signature
Credit Card billing address same as o Home o Organization

Mail completed form to: 
Handbell Musicians of America • 1055 E. Centerville Station Rd. • Dayton, OH 45459 
or fax to 937-438-0434 • To renew or join online, visit www.HandbellMusicians.org

o Regular Membership .............................................................$65
Our most popular membership level for individuals and groups. Director and choir members share 
all benefits. Includes voting privilege.

o Ringer Membership ...............................................................$30
Must be affiliated with a Regular Member Choir. This is a personal, not group, membership. Ringer 
members are not eligible to vote.  
Affiliated Membership number: ______________________________

o Senior Citizen Membership (65+) ........................................$40
This is a personal, not group, membership. May not represent an organization or bring a choir to 
events but may attend as an individual. Includes voting privilege.

o Full-time Student Membership ............................................$30
Send a copy of current student ID when applying/renewing. This is a personal, not group, 
membership. May not represent an organization or bring a choir to events but may attend as an 
individual. Student members are not eligible to vote.

o Business Membership .........................................................$130
Includes privileges to AGEHR and The Handbell Industry Council (HIC).

o Platinum Membership* ....................................................$1,000
Regular membership benefits, a tax-deductible donation of $870 to the AGEHR fund of your choice, 
year-long recognition at selected events and in print, a complimentary one-year gift Regular 
Membership, free shipping on all AGEHR Guild Store purchases.

o Gold Membership* ..............................................................$500
Regular membership benefits, a tax-deductible donation of $370 to the AGEHR fund of your choice, 
year-long recognition at selected events and in print, and a complimentary one-year gift Regular 
Membership.

o Bronze Membership ............................................................$175
Regular membership benefits plus a tax-deductible donation of $110 to the AGEHR fund of your 
choice.

o Sterling Membership ...........................................................$130
Regular membership benefits plus a tax deductible donation of $65 to the AGEHR fund of your choice.

*	Platinum	and	Gold	members,	please	include	name,	address,	email,	
and	phone	information	for	the	organization	or	individual	to	whom	you	
are	gifting	a	membership.

Canadian membership please add $15. Other international members may add $30 for optional 1st 
class mailing. Note: All dues payable in U.S. dollars. All returned checks incur a $25 processing fee.


